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Homecoming Sunday
~ ~ September 18! ~ ~
Dear members and friends of First Church,
You’ve probably heard me speak of “summer sabbath” – that season when we are less engaged in the
week-to-week life of church, but still always connected to our church family through God’s Spirit; that
season when we move closer to oceans or lakes, mountains or gardens to reconnect with God’s
creation; that season when less daily busyness allows the Holy Spirit to gestate deeper reflections,
insight and wisdom. I pray you’ve had some of those blessings this summer.
September has arrived and I so much look forward to being back together in our spiritual home!
Please, of course, join us in Sunday worship whenever you can, but be sure to plan on
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, September 18! Here is some of what’s planned …
9:50 a.m. Outdoor Blessing. We’ll gather outside, in front of the sanctuary, to join hands and
hearts in a prayer to bless our church year ahead! We’re aiming for a watershed year at
FCCW, so please come early and join us in this blessing!
10:00 a.m. Homecoming Worship. My sermon, “A Tale of Three Cities”, will reflect on how
our faith is shaped in the congregational church, doing so through the lens of three cities I
visited this summer. (Yes, a preacher is always writing a sermon, even when traveling!)
11:15 a.m. Next Steps: Part 9. FCCW’s consultant, Robert Sheiman, will share a summary
presentation about what re-purposing the Parish House might look like. See below for more
info.
Yes, while the quieter summer season was upon us, quite a bit of activity related to FCCW’s interim
ministry work/process has been underway! The Executive Director of the Whitneyville Cultural
Commons, Robert Sheiman, has been studying the facilities and possible uses to make it a vibrant
place that serves the community. He’s also been outlining a business plan to assess the viability of
creating a non-profit cultural center. Robert will present his findings at our all-church gathering
(Next Steps Part 9) on Sunday, September 18. You won’t want to miss this presentation and
discussion! It’s a remarkable opportunity to listen, learn, ask questions and begin active discernment
about this possibility.
And there will be more! … In these months ahead, FCCW has the extraordinary opportunity and
challenge of making significant decisions about its future direction. Through a couple more “Next
Steps” sessions this fall, FCCW will discern ‘What is our faithful and fruitful path forward?’ and
make a decision to actively move toward implementation. What an awesome calling God has given
each of you and all of you as a family of faith!

All blessings,
Rev. Susan

FCCW COUNCIL REPORT AUGUST 2022
The FCCW Church Council met with a quorum present on August 1, 2022. After her opening prayer, the Rev.
Susan Murtha presented her report. Robert Sheiman, from Whitneyville Cultural Commons, consultant to
FCCW, has completed his preliminary report regarding use of the Parish House. An initial presentation was
made to Trustees and a final report will be presented to the congregation at an after-worship Next Steps Part
9, on September 18, to review his findings. PLEASE plan to attend this presentation. A continuation of this
presentation will take place during the Congregational Meeting on September 25, another must attend
meeting! These presentations will be an integral component of FCCW's future lane choice as we prepare for
future growth and direction. If more discussion and review by the congregation is required, a special meeting
may have to be held later in the Fall. Rev. Murtha also reported that we should prepare, as we begin to plan
the process of hiring a settled minister, to take approximately 15 months from the beginning of the process to
final hiring. Therefore, we must begin to prepare for implementing this process very, very, soon.

The Treasure's report, given by Charlie Griffith noted that FCCW's financial status at the end of June was
strong upon receipt of the state's grant for the first phase of sanctuary restoration. Overall, we are in good
financial condition with income exceeding expenses to date. Jesse Hubbard reported for Deacons that they
are in the process of finalizing the write up for a Pastoral Care Ministry. Although there was no report from
Christian Education, the Rev. Murtha reported that she would like to develop a Children's Bible Study class
and is looking for volunteers to implement such a program. Christian Service's report from Jinny Schiedner
noted that this committee is preparing final plans for donations with focus on housing and food needs.
With the resignation of Scott Hunter, this year's Stewardship program will be reviewed, and plans made for
the next program. A small committee, coordinated by Penny Rogers, will come together to review ideas and
plans. Personnel's report by Nancy Dickgiesser noted that she is looking for high school student assistance
again, for Sunday worship service ZOOM presentations.
Bill More reported for the Bylaws Ad Hoc Committee that revisions in the bylaws will be presented for
discussion and decisions at the September Congregational Meeting. There will be information sessions held
prior to the Congregational Meeting. (See his report elsewhere in this Parishioner). Bill also reported for the
newly appointed Town Liaison Committee.(TLC). It was felt by Council in creating this committee that one
representative body from FCCW, with one spokesperson, should be coordinating communications with Town
of Woodbridge government representatives. He reported that the TLC has met once and that a letter has
been sent to Woodbridge's First Selectman, Beth Heller, requesting an initial introductory meeting to discuss
matters of mutual interest.
The Strawberry Festival Committee report by Nancy Dickgiesser reported that the event was a huge
community success with a profit, after expenses, of $4440. This money, along with a private individual
contribution of $600, making a total of $5040, has been donated to UNICEF UKRAINE on behalf of FCCW.
Penny Rogers noted that one of FCCW's long standing members, Richard Jeynes is receiving special
recognition from the town with a Woodbridge Living Treasure Award, this coming September 22 nd. We
appreciate the fact that the town, as we at FCCW have long acknowledged, has also recognized that Rich
has a deep personal commitment to working for and in his church and community. Our Congratulations to
Rich, and thanks for all he does!
FCCW will play host to this year's Interfaith Service on the Monday before Thanksgiving Day. Volunteers will
be needed to assistant in coordinating the after-service reception. PLEASE consider this opportunity! In
addition, FCCW will be sponsoring another "Pie Ala Mode" event during early October to coordinate with the
town's bike race. There will be a variety of community groups, including the Garden Club, who will be involved
this year.
We at FCCW will have a very busy schedule during the late Summer and Fall. These community events and
FCCW meetings will require attention and participation from FCCW members and friends. Some of these
meetings will impact and effect the future direction and program of FCCW. Be sure you take the time to step
forward as we move forward! PLEASE ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE!
Respectfully, Richard A. Prescott, Moderator

Bylaws Revisions
In the Fall of 2021, Council appointed Richard Prescott and myself to a committee to review and revise
the First Church Bylaws. The purposes for the revisions are to create a more readable format for the
Bylaws and to have the Bylaws agree with how we are conducting business in 2022. The current
Bylaws are 40 years old (with amendments spanning 39 years) and do not really reflect how we
conduct business in 2022 or have been over the past few years. The intent was to not create new
policy through this process beyond bringing us up-to-date as we plan out the church’s future. The basic
change has been in reformatting by putting the Bylaw Articles that exceed a single paragraph into an
outline format. The typeface was updated to make the document more readable. The only general
wording changes have been deletions of repetitions as part of the outlining process. A contradiction
between two different current bylaws has been corrected. Gender-based references have been
removed.
The Bylaws revisions were approved by Council this past spring, but approval by the membership was
delayed until the September Congregational Meeting due to the fullness of the agenda at the Annual
Meeting this past May. Copies of the revised Bylaws will be available in the church office along with an
Explanation & Comment sheet. Lisa will also be sending these documents out to people on the churchwide email list.
I will be conducting at least two information sessions so that questions about the changes can be
addressed before the meeting leaving time in the meeting for other agenda items. The first session will
be held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 11 th after the church service. This meeting will be
both in-person and on ZOOM. A weekday in-person only session will be held on Tuesday, September
20th at 10 a.m. in the Memorial Room. If there are people unavailable at either of these times, I will set
up an additional ZOOM only session. People can talk with me directly or email me with questions as
well.

Bill More

Sanctuary Update: August 24, 2022
Because there are so many upcoming events, efforts to ‘restart’ church activities, and important
decisions to be made for the future of the FCCW, the application to the State Historical
Preservation Office for grant monies to complete the repainting of the sanctuary will be
postponed until the December 2 deadline. The church council have approved this action.

Donations and memorial gifts to the Sanctuary Fund may be made at any time.
Currently, a $1 to $1 match is available.

Sanctuary Committee
Sanctuary Quote of the month: “It brings me peace.”

Woodbridge Living Treasure Award
Beginning with the inaugural Living Treasure Awards in 2018, Human Services honors
deserving individuals who are nominated, and selected by committee, for their outstanding
dedication and consistent community service. Any Woodbridge resident, age 60 or over,
who has demonstrated positive actions to improve the quality of life for Woodbridge, has
contributed and may continue to contribute their time to enhance our community as a
whole, and has performed this work on a volunteer, unpaid basis, is eligible for nomination
for the Living Treasure Award.
We are thrilled to announce thar our “own,” Richard Jeynes, is one of the winners of the 4th
Annual Living Treasure Award of 2022. The awards ceremony will be on Thursday,
September 22 at 6 pm with a dinner to follow at 6:30. For more information or to purchase
tickets for the event, please go to www.woodbrdigect.org/505/Living-Treasure-Awards.

NOTICE OF
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The membership of The First Church of Christ, Woodbridge, is hereby called to the
Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, September 25 immediately following the worship service
at the Meetinghouse, and via ZOOM, in order:
1. To approve the preliminary annual budget for 2023
2. To hear and approve plans and empower FCCW officers and boards of the church to conduct
the business of the church from January 1, 2023 until adoption of final annual budget
3. Opportunity for the further discussion about possible repurposing of the Parish House
4. Acting on the revised 2022 First Church bylaws
5. Any other business deemed appropriate to come before the congregation
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Stoddard, Clerk

FIRST CHURCH WILL BE HOSTING AGAIN THIS YEAR:

REMEMBER THE ALA MODE
OCTOBER 1, 10-1 on the “CHURCH GREEN”
•Apple pie ala mode & cider
•Free ice cream scoop for kids

LOOKING AHEAD
The First Church of Christ, Woodbridge, will host this year's annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service on Monday, November 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM. It is a wonderful
tradition that welcomes the greater community, and everyone is encouraged to
attend. There will be a reception immediately following the service in the church
parish hall. Join us in starting Thanksgiving week in the spirit of gratefulness.

BOY SCOUT TROOP #907 AUGUST UPDATE
Ben Rickel is Troop 907's most recent Eagle Scout. His Board of Review was held at Camp
Sequassen this summer. His Eagle project for Troop 907 and the town of Woodbridge was the
construction of a flag retirement repository. Location is across from the outward-bound
mailbox at the Woodbridge town hall., Woodbridge center. This is where the old community
bulletin board stood. (See photo)
The troop held its year ending Court of Honor June 18 just after the Community Strawberry
Festival. It also had a great week at Camp Sequassen this summer. The troop will continue to
meet in the Parish House basement on Thursday nights at 7:00 PM starting September 8. All are
welcome..
Best wishes,
Richard Forselius
Troop 907 Committee Chair

FCCW OFFICE HOURS

Weekly Bible Study
All are welcome to visit our
Weekly Bible Study every
Wednesday morning at 10
a.m. in the Parish House.
Please visit the Bible Study
page on our website for more
information and a list of weekly
readings.

Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Submission Due Date
Articles and photos for the October 2022
Edition of The Parishioner are due by
Wednesday, September 21

https://www.uccw.org/bible-study

*Please submit articles and photos by email.
office@uccw.org
If you would like assistance
regarding Zoom, live stream, or website
accessibility, please contact Lisa.

ZOOM INVITATIONS

office@uccw.org

10 AM

Everyone is encouraged to gather
at the Meetinghouse for the 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Service!
An archive of past recordings are
available on our website, our YouTube
channel,
and on Facebook.
(www.facebook.com/uccwoodbridge)
Please look to your email for invitations
and links to these resources.
We will continue to use Zoom for all of
our Worship Services.

Marking Life’s Passages
Contact the office
with any birth or death notices, baptisms,
or memorial service dates.

Interim Minister: Rev. Susan Murtha
(pastorsusan@uccw.org) (203) 936-9356
Pastoral Care: Rev. Janice Touloukian
(jantouloukian@gmail.com) (203) 915-1510
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Boyd M. Johnson, Jr.
Office Administrator: Lisa Tartaglino (office@uccw.org)
Sexton/Custodian: Bob Turner
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