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    THE PARISHIONER  
    FEBRUARY 2023 

    THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, WOODBRIDGE, CT  since 1738 
An Open, Welcoming, and Affirming Church 

Dear members and friends of First Church Woodbridge, 
 

I write this article at the one-year mark of our interim ministry, together.  Yes, I began serving FCCW a 
year ago on February 1, 2022.  I remember how the Search Committee felt a sense of relief – their work 
was done!  They quickly learned, along with all of you in the congregation, that it was more like a new 
beginning:  taking up an all-church, active process of discussion, discovery and discernment about FCCW’s 
future. 
 

In the first month, I held six small-group sessions to ask questions and listen with care to your story / 
stories.  During each session, I shared a brief reflection on three words:  change, transition, and 
transformation.  Change is an external event – a minister takes leave or a new minister joins the 
community, a building is restored or re-purposed, a pandemic comes upon us or … .  FCCW had 
experienced a great many changes in the years before my interim ministry.  While changes are discrete 
events, transition is not; transition is a process of internalizing the external change.  We can’t absorb 
changes instantaneously; but we can and do integrate them over time.  Transformation is the new form / 
shape that emerges when the transition is fully integrated.  If transition is done well, done faithfully, done 
prayerfully, done care-fully, the transformation reflects the work of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives and 
community.  And as a church of Christ, that is our greatest and truest hope.  
 

With that in mind, I encourage you to reflect on the internal transition(s) that have unfolded in the past 
year.  In particular, reflect on your perspective / understanding of FCCW now, versus a year ago:  

What have you discovered / learned through this interim ministry process?   

How has God’s Holy Spirit moved in your heart and in your church family?   

What future can you glimpse now that was obscured before?   

What is your testimony about FCCW’s process of interim ministry?   

Have you shared your testimony with others?  If not, will you? 
 

From the outside, FCCW looks a lot like it did a year ago.  But if we look inward, look God-ward, we see 
that FCCW is quite different than it was a year ago.  You’ve been in an active process of transition, 
including much discovery, discussion, and discernment.  We don’t yet know the form / shape of your 
transformation, but if this past year is a testament to the value of care-full, faith-full transition, I pray you 
can trust that God is shaping it. 
 

Please join us on February 5 after worship for New Steps Part 2.  We are talking together about the job 
description for your next settled minister.  Each version of that job description involves embracing a 
particular “lane” for your future.  I pray that each and every one of you will be part of the discernment and 
decision-making process!  
 

Second year blessings, 
 

Rev. Susan 
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FCCW CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

There was no FCCW Church Council meeting in January.  The next scheduled meeting of 
Council will be February 6, 2023, 12:30 PM in the Parish House.  All are welcomed to observe 
your Council in action. 

 

When you read this, the Congregational meeting will have been held, new operating and 
capital budgets for 2023 discussed and voted upon and plans for refurbishing the Parish 
House presented to the assembled membership for the first time. 

 

As you know, the Profile Writing Team is fully engaged in preparing the FCCW Profile as the 
first phase in preparing to employ a new, settled minister by the end of 2023.  If you have 
questions, comments or opinions regarding this subject please direct your comments to 
members of the writing team or Rev. Murtha. In addition, plan to attend and participate in one 
of the after worship, on-going "steps" sessions conducted in the Parish House. Participate in 
these discussions regarding FCCW's future role and plans to continue its Christian mission in 
this community. 

 

FCCW will, during 2023, finalize and implement plans for refurbishing the Parish House.  Plans 
to do this have been prepared and will be fine-tuned, thereby providing for a refurbished Parish 
House which will be of mutual benefit for the community served by FCCW and for FCCW's 
continuing mission therein. 

 

The year to come will be devoted to time and effort for discussing, planning, and creating new 
FCCW mission programs and activities, and revitalizing the old.  We will clarify and refocus our 
steps and follow a path for continuing FCCW's presence for a successful future in meeting the 
needs of both our community and church.  With God's help and blessing, we will meet the 
challenges and be stronger for the effort.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you in church, 

 

Respectfully, Richard A. Prescott, Moderator 

First Church of Christ Special Christmas Offering brought in $800! 

We were able to send the monetary gift to IRIS—Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services. 

“It is more blessed to give, than to receive”. 
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BOY SCOUT TROOP 907 

Boy Scout Troop 907 began the new year with their Winter Court of Honor. One purpose of this 
ceremony is to present the Scouts with their advancement ranks, badges, and awards. Another reason 
is to celebrate the half year point of the scout year with a positive start and to show the new group of 
Scouts the progression of advancement to get them excited for moving further through the ranks and 
merit badges. At the Court of Honor on Thursday, January 19 Stephen Pedenski was awarded Life 
Scout and Griffin Welander First Class.  The troop also welcomed four scouts to the Scout Rank and 
awarded numerous merit badges.  A photo of the scouts and adult leaders at the Court of Honor is 
shown. 
 

Additionally, on January 8, scout and adult members of the troop supported Orange Troop 925 at their 
Eagle Court of Honor held at the Holy Infant Church. Eagle is the highest rank that can be obtained by a 
scout and 6 boys were honored at the Holy Infant Church ceremony with local and state dignitaries in 
attendance. Congratulations to Amir Jarad and Jack Belfonti who completed their road to Eagle with 
Troop 907. This partnership provided an opportunity for Troop 907 to work with Jack and Amir on their 
respective Eagle Projects. Currently only 6.5% of all Scouts obtain the rank of Eagle, so it is a great 
privilege to achieve this level. Congratulations again to all six new Eagle Scouts!  A photo of Troop 925 
Eagles and Scouts is also shown with the Troop 925 flag. 
 

The Troop has also started work on merit badges including Citizenship in the Community and 
Citizenship in Society. These badges emphasize the importance of being a contributing member of our 
towns and organizations. Both are required as part of the road to Eagle Scout. The leaders and scouts 
are looking forward to their winter camp outs and other activities including visits from local Cub Scout 
Packs. 
 

Troop 907 is a robust, active, outdoors oriented troop chartered by the First Church of Christ in 
Woodbridge.  The Troop meets Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM and is always interested in welcoming 
interested scouts and families to check them out.  More at troop907.org. 
 

Submitted by: 

Richard Forselius 

Troop 907 Committee Chair 
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Marking Life’s Passages 

We share with you some sad news of the deaths of 

long-time past members of the First Church of Christ: 

Martha Whitlock Freeman (Marcie), 78, died peacefully at her home in Essex on January 3, 2023. 

Dawne Brownell Nolan, age 73, passed away on January 13, 2023.                                                         
A memorial service was held for her at the First Church of Christ on January 19th.  

Louise Carol Kolligian, age 92, passed away in Naples, Florida on January 24, 2023. Friends and 
family are invited to attend a memorial service at the First Church of Christ,                                        

on Saturday February 11th at 12:30 p.m.  

JUST A BIT OF TRIVIA! 

 

 

 

 

America has been in love with candy conversation hearts since 1902, and 120 Valentine’s Days later, we’re still 

professing our love with the whimsical candies. Officially known as Sweethearts, candy conversation hearts were 

originally manufactured by the New England onfectionery Co. (better known as Necco) as part of an assortment 

containing horseshoe-, baseball-, postcard-, and watch-shaped candies. Though the rest of the line was eventually 

dropped, gifting candy hearts became a classic Valentine’s Day idea. 

Sweethearts have been made using the same simple recipe for well over a century, but they saw a major change in 

2018, when Necco abruptly went out of business. Fortunately, the brand was saved by the Spangler Candy Co., 

and after a two-year hiatus, candy conversation hearts returned to store shelves in 2020, a bright spot in an all-

around tough year. The vintage candies are once again the go-to Valentine’s Day gift of elementary school 

children, guys looking for a little add-on to those Valentine’s Day flowers, and anyone who appreciates a crunchy 

little sweet complete with terms of endearment. 

In keeping with tradition, Spangler’s core collection of Sweethearts features classic candy heart sayings from years 

past. The company also releases new candy heart sayings every year, each based on a central theme. This year, 

the hearts spout words of encouragement.  

There will be a memorial service for Andrew Jacob Hemmerlein,                                                       

Joyce Simpson’s son, who passed away on March 25, 2022,                                                                    

at the First Church of Christ on Thursday, March 16th at 11 am.                                       

There will be a reception following the service in the Parish Hall. 

https://www.amazon.com/Candy-Shop-Conversation-Hearts-Bag/dp/B08S19JYQS/
http://%20https//www.rd.com/article/valentines-day-flowers/
https://www.rd.com/list/uplifting-quotes/
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FCCW OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

      Weekly Bible  Study 

All are welcome to visit our 

Weekly Bible Study every 

Wednesday morning at 

10:30 a.m. in the Parish 

House. Please visit the 

Bible Study page on our website for 

more information and a list of weekly 

readings. 

https://www.uccw.org/bible-study 

Submission Due Date 
Articles and photos for the  

March 2023 Edition of The Parishioner 
are due by   

Wednesday, February 22  
*Please submit articles and photos by email.  

office@uccw.org 
If you would like assistance 

regarding Zoom, live stream, or website 
accessibility, please contact Lisa.                                                

 

Interim Minister: Rev. Susan Murtha  
(pastorsusan@uccw.org)  (203) 936-9356 
 

Pastoral Care: Rev. Janice Touloukian 
(jantouloukian@gmail.com) (203) 915-1510 
 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Boyd M. Johnson, Jr. 
 

Office Administrator: Lisa Tartaglino (office@uccw.org) 
 

Sexton/Custodian: Bob Turner 
 

Project Leader for Children’s Ministries: Forest Vandeflor 

Marking Life’s Passages 

Contact the office  

with any birth or death notices, baptisms,  

or memorial service dates. 

    ZOOM INVITATIONS 

Everyone is encouraged to gather 

at the Meetinghouse for the 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Service! 

An archive of past recordings are 

available on our website, our YouTube 

channel, and on Facebook. 

(www.facebook.com/uccwoodbridge) 

Please look to your email for invitations  

and links to these resources.  

Please look to your email for invitations  

and links. We will continue to use Zoom 

for all of our Worship Services.  

The Parishioner   

Published monthly by   
The First Church of Christ  
Woodbridge, Connecticut 
06525  

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
Telephone: (203) 389-2119  

Email: office @uccw.org 

10 AM 
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