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   THE PARISHIONER AUGUST 2021 

A Letter from Church Council  

           One of the most frequently asked questions I 
have been asked since becoming Moderator is:  "How 
can we get better attendance at Sunday morning        
services?ò And I really do not have an answer. Yes, the 
Covid pandemic caused us to stop in person services 
and go to streaming and zoom and we seemed to       
become comfortable with that approach. We still only 
have an average of 20-25 "attendees" each Sun-
day. Before the pandemic we probably only averaged 
30-40 persons in attendance on Sunday    mornings. So, 
what is the answer, or better yet, what questions are we 
not asking? Recently, on the radio, I heard a minister 

reference a survey question: "Why do people attend a church  service for the first time?" The answer      
surprisingly showed that 15% had a variety of responses, 6% attended because of the church's minister, and 
79% attended because they were personally invited by a member of the church! How accurate or valid is 
this information? I cannot vouch for the responses or even reference the survey. However, it got me to 
thinking-------"Why don't we do that?" "Why aren't we  inviting people to church?" 

FCCW is now "OPEN". The office is open, meetings are open, Sunday services are open. Coffee 
hour is back. The choir will soon be back. We have had a good minister with a good message every        
Sunday. The Deacons and the Search and Renewal Committee(S&R) have arranged to have a minister in 
the pulpit every Sunday into the Fall. S&R has conducted Interim Minister interviews, reviewed many     
resumes, and has consulted with the Connecticut UCC. They are doing their job! It is now up to us, as    
individual members, to do our part----namely attend Sunday morning worship services in person! 

There was, if my memory serves me, an old saying about "Voting and 
showing support for an issue by using your feet". In that vein, I am asking each 
and every one of the active members of our 150 members who are presently on 
the membership rolls to take three actions as we begin in September to start our 
new church year.         

First: Attend at least two Sunday services every 
month, in person---walk in the front door of the 
church!  
Second: Call a member of the church who has 
dropped out and not attended a service in a long 
time. Invite them to come with you or just "come and 
join us.ò  
And thirdly: Invite a nonmember of the church to 
join you in attending a Sunday morning worship    
service. Use your feet to attend a service, use your 
feet to go to the phone and call someone and invite 
them to church.     (cont.) 
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PASTORAL COVERAGE 
 

Interim pastoral coverage is currently being provided  
by the Reverend Janice Touloukian.               

Rev. Touloukian is an experienced minister  
regarding personal matters and supporting those in need  

of pastoral advice. 
 

She can be reached by telephone at: 203-387-4991. 

(cont.)  Is this asking too much? Is it too simplistic? Can we do it? Do you have any other ideas? I will 
address this matter at the next meeting of Council on 
August 2nd.   

Give me and other members of the Council your feedback. Call the office and share your ideas with 
Lisa, who can relay them to me. My friends, we must do something to get warm bodies into the pews on Sun-
day mornings! What good will a redecorated Sanctuary be if there is no one to see it?  What do we say to a 
prospective minister when asked by them "How is your Sunday morning attendance?ò I have an attendance 
goal in mind. When I see you in church, I will share it with you. 
 
"See Ya In Church!"  Respectfully yours, Richard A. Prescott, Moderator 

Welcome 
Logan 

Alexander 
Cerny! 

Debbie and Rich Forselius welcome  
the blessing of a new grandson  

to the family. 
 

Logan Alexander Cerny  
Born 7/16/21 at 3:11pm 
8 lb 5.8 oz and 21.5 in long 
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On June 30th, an agreement with decorative arts company, John Canning of Cheshire, CT, for Phase 
One of the sanctuary repair and repainting, was signed by the Chairman of Trustees, Roger Calistro. In       
addition, a fully executed agreement from the State Historic Preservation Office, to provide $100K in support 
for the project, was received in June.   

Scaffolding will be erected in the sanctuary the week of August 23. The Phase One work (ceiling,   
cornices, upper north wall, and re-installation of the plaster medallion above the chandelier) will begin in   
September and should be completed by early December. The sanctuary can remain open and in use during 
this period. 

Fundraising is going well. Donations have been boosted by two very generous 50/50 ómatchingô    
challenges that doubled $35K in contributions to $70K. Memorial gifts, for Audrey Grey, Clement and Clare 
Clarke, Richard L. Wanner, and Ginny Calistro, were significant and often came with heart-touching tributes 
to how much the FCCW had meant to those remembered.  

Phase One costs are estimated at $250K. The Sanctuary Fund currently stands at $125K. SHPO    
funding is paid after the work is completed. A huge ñthank youò to all at FCCW and in the wider community 
who have donated so generously. We encourage anyone else who would like to support the restoration of this    
beloved, historic, Woodbridge landmark, to donate to the FCCW ñSanctuary Fundò. 
Thank You,  
Sanctuary Committee   

Quote of the month: ñThe kind of beauty that allows one to think.ò   - B. Joyce Simpson 

SANCTUARY UPDATE,  JULY 2021 

UPDATE FROM THE  SEARCH AND RENEWAL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
            Our committee has met and are continuing to meet with candidates for the interim 
minister position. To date, we have had four candidates send us their resumes, and we 
have a lead for another possibility. We have been meeting nearly weekly, to review the 

candidates and meet with them in person.  The process has taken a longer time than  anticipated since the pool 
of applicants is not very large and there are many  position openings in Connecticut. We have had good      
reviews for the guest preachers we have been fortunate enough to have preach in person in church on Sundays 
ever since Easter. We have coverage now through October and into November. Obviously, if we found a  
minister we were interested in hiring, we would change our schedule of guest ministers. Thank you all for  
being patient and we hope you have enjoyed the ministers we have had.  
PLEASE JOIN US LIVE AT CHURCH ON SUNDAYS!  
If you have any questions or concerns, you may email or call any members of our committee                  
(Roger Calistro, Richard Forselius, Jesse Hubbard, Judith Reynolds, Penny Rogers, and Sue Stoddard). 


