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A Word About Pastoral Coverage 
 

Typically, the Pastor’s Column appears in this spot in each issue of the Parishioner, how-

ever, Shepard is on a medical leave that continues through September. We wanted to say a little 

about Sunday services and pastoral care coverage during his absence.  

We were blessed for the first three Sundays in July to have Rev. Anya Powers lead our 

virtual services and want to thank Anya her for willingness to help us out and for her thoughtful 

sermons. Starting the last Sunday in July, we have access to the YouTube services conducted 

each Sunday by the Rev. Scott Morrow at the North Haven Congregational Church. The service 

begins at 9:30 a.m. and runs for about an hour. The service can also be viewed at a later time on 

the North Haven church’s website at www.northhavenucc.org .  JoAnna posts instructions for 

accessing the service each week and also distributes the service’s program before each service. 

There is a link on the North Haven church website where you can submit your name if you want 

to be greeted during the service. If you want to join the service for the first time, please notify 

JoAnna in our church office by phone at (203) 389-2119 or by email at office@uccw.org, by the 

preceding Friday morning in order to receive linking instructions. In response to requests for our 

congregation to have opportunity to see each other, the Service on Sunday, September 6, will be 

a First Church ZOOM service conducted by Anya Powers. The service will start at 10 am. Com-

munion will be served. 

Rev. Morrow is also providing us pastoral care coverage within the limits allowed during 

the COVID pandemic. If you need to talk with Rev. Morrow, he can be contacted directly at 203-

314-2945. Deacons are working on finding pastoral coverage for the Labor Day weekend. We 

want to thank Scott for his kindness and generosity to First Church.  

We wish Shepard well while he is on his leave and look forward to his return.  

 

Jesse Hubbard, Head Deacon    Bill More, Moderator 

 

Pledges:  A reminder  that although we have not been holding our  own services for  much of 
the summer, First Church continues to operate and we still need the funds from pledging in order 
to conduct the ongoing business of the church. Pledging always drops off over the summer, but 

the decline this July was larger than usual. Please mail in your pledges so that we can continue 
the work of the church. 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Telephone:  (203) 389-2119  

Fax: (203) 389-2110  
office@uccw.org 

Website:  uccw.org 
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 Church Council                   

     
    The postponed Annual Congregational meeting will be held as a ZOOM meet- 
      ing on Sunday, September 27. People without internet connections will be able to 

       phone into the meeting. The meeting will combine the agendas of our Annual Meet-
       ing, typically held in May, with the agenda for our usual end of September meeting 
       so there will be a lot to talk about. The Annual meeting includes receiving the annual 
       reports from the various boards and committees and includes elections for officers 
       (moderator and clerk) and for board and committee members for terms that begin 
year on October 1st. The normal September meeting includes receiving and acting on the preliminary annual 
budgets for 2021 and authorizing the church to spend money between January 1, 2021 and the passage of the 
final 2021 budgets. 

I encourage everyone to consider how they would like to be of service to First Church in the coming 
year. This election is important because the church will need to choose a new Moderator and hopefully fill the 
Clerk’s position for the first time in 4 years. There are also several boards and committees who could use ad-
ditional membership as people go off the boards. I would like to remind people that they do not need to be a 
member of First Church in order to serve on most boards/committees. Friends of the church who participate in 
the church are welcome to serve, although officers, council members-at-large and board/committee chairs 
need to be members. Feel free to talk with Judi Reynolds, Penny Rogers or Janice Touloukian, our Nominat-
ing Committee, if you have any interest in serving. You do not need to wait to hear from them. 

There was concerned raised at the August Council Meeting that participating in the North Haven Con-
gregational Church’s You Tube service does not allow people from our congregation to see and hear from our 
own members. As a congregation we should look into ways we can keep in touch during the remainder of 
Shepard’s leave. Council continued to talk about reopening with a focus on the Parish House. A couple of 
boards have expressed and interest in holding their meetings in the Parish House and I suggested that since 
safety is a priority, when we start opening the Parish House to meeting, we begin with our own board/
committee meetings before we open them up to the community groups who meet in the Parish house. I will 
continue working with council members outside the meetings on this issue. 

 
Bill More, Moderator 

Reverend Anya Marie Jenkins Powers Ordained 
 

On August 22, 2020, Anya Powers, a recent graduate of Yale Divinity School, was 
ordained at the First Congregational Church, UCC in Colorado Springs.  Due to 

COVID and a lack of outdoor space the ceremony was held at the Broadmoor Com-
munity Church, UCC. Both are part of the Southeastern Association of the Rocky 

Mountain Conference.  The ceremony was live-streamed. 
Anya is currently commissioned in the Air Force as a 2nd Lieutenant, Chaplain Can-

didate. After her ordination, she will submit an application for reappointment as a 
Chaplain and a 1st Lieutenant.  On August 24, two days after her ordination, 

Anya began her Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Residency at St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital in Lakewood, Colorado.  

Everyone at the First Church of Christ, Woodbridge, Connecticut sends Anya con-
gratulations on her impressive achievements and our love and warm support for her 

future.        
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The membership of The First Church of Christ is hereby called to a  

ZOOM meeting on Sunday, September 27, at 11:00 a.m.  
in order: 

 
1. To receive the reports of the officers, boards, and organizations of the 

church; 
2. To receive and act upon the report of the Nominating Committee which rec-

ommends officers and members of boards and committees for election; 
3. To receive and act upon the Preliminary Annual Budgets for 2021; 
4. To empower the Officers and Boards of the Church to conduct the business 

of the Church from January 1, 2021 until adoption of the final 2021 Annual 
Budget; 

5. To hear and act upon any other business proper to come before the meeting. 
 
Dated August 19, 2020 
Bill More, Moderator 
 
PLEASE NOTE: People without internet access will b able to phone into the meet-
ing. If you wish to join by phone, please contact Kiku Jones at 
kiku.jones@quinnipiac.edu . Kiku will be “hosting” the meeting. 
 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 We urge our congregation to consider the following positions. We need a Moderator, a 
Clerk and an Auditor, in addition to additional people to serve on Christian Educa-
tion,  Stewardship and Deacons as starters. If interested,  please call any member of the Nominat-
ing Committee. Janice Touloukian, Judy Reynolds or Penny Rogers will clarify the job descrip-
tions. Thank you very much. 
 
Janice Touloukian  

A Message From the Nominating Committee 

 

Website Reminder  
www.uccw.org 
Visiting our website can provide you with more information regarding virtual services 
and links, community news, staff and volunteer contacts, photo galleries, resource 
availability and much more. Updates will be posted online regularly as developments 
arise toward safe reassembly practices and gathering protocols. 
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          Troop 907 Eagle Scout Jason Luciani 
       Receives SAR Essay Award 

  
On Monday, July 13, a special event was held at the Eastside Cemetery on Pease Road in Woodbridge.  This 
was sponsored by the General David Humphreys Branch #1 of the Sons of the American Revolution and 
Scout Troop 907.  It was held to commend Jason Luciani on his Eagle project and to present him with recogni-
tion certificate, a pin and a stipend for his essay on General Nathanial Greene.  Jason is the son of Scoutmaster 
Tom Luciani and Roxanne Luciani of Woodbridge, and has two Eagle Scout brothers and a sister, who all 
were present.  It attended by approx. 50 SAR members and youth and adult members of Troop 907, past and 
today. 
Jason received the State SAR Essay 
Contest Award for his thoughtful 
Revolutionary War essay.  His Eagle 
 Scout Project was also completed at 
three Woodbridge cemeteries, re-
searching and locating veterans of all 
wars. If you ever visit one of the cem-
eteries, you will now find a sign list-
ing all veterans graves along with a 
map to locate these.  Every spring, 
Troop 907 places new flags on the 
Veterans graves, and along with the 
signs, new secure flag holders were 
installed as part of Jason's Eagle  
project. The event was held at the 
Eastside Cemetery especially to also 
honor Patriots of the Revolutionary War buried there. 
This brief recognition event also acknowledged our troop's dedication to the cemeteries and veterans which 
has been very solid for many years so it is tremendous that Jason chose the depiction of veterans graves in 
three Woodbridge cemeteries as his Eagle project.  Scouts and adults who assisted were also thanked for their 
support of Jason's Eagle project and assistance with flags every year. 
Recognizing there are significant and understandable concerns about gatherings amid the Covid19 pandemic, 
not all were comfortable attending.  Social distancing rules were adhered to, masks were required and there 

     was no need to shake hands.  FYI, Scouting 
     BSA now is allowing groups of up to 100 people to  
     attend events held outside if rules are followed. 
     This was a very special event and time for us to 
      take pride in Troop 907, Jason, and all of our Eagle 
     Scouts and our church-sponsored program. Troop  
     907 offers solid training and fun for scouts, and via 
     ble opportunities for our scouts to advance through 
     out the program to the Eagle rank, and it is important 
     to provide recognition. 
     Former Troop 907 scoutmaster and Woodbridge  res 
     ident Tim Wilkins was instrumental with this  
     event, and provided the essay recognition.  State 
     SAR President Ethan Stewart who is also Gen. Da 
     vid Humphreys Branch #1 President presided with 
     Tim. (cont.) 

 

Boy Scout Troop 907 
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Troop 907 has continued to meet 
through the Covid19 pandemic using 
Zoom video conferencing.  The scouts, 
leaders and troop adjusted to two 45 mi-
nute minutes per week in the spring and 
are continuing with one virtual meeting 
per week throughout the summer, as 
well as attending virtual summer 
camp.  The troop has grown in youth 
members recently and continued to sup-
port merit badge & rank attainment for 
the scouts.  
As always, church members and friends 
are encouraged and welcomed to assist 
with the troop, at any time. Your help is needed, please contact me at forselius@snet.net. 
 
Rich Forselius 
Troop 907 Committee Chair & Chartered Organization Representative 

F.L.O.C.K.  

(First Church Lessons Online for Christ’s Kids) 

Our Sunday School program for children grades 4 and under will resume on Sunday Sept. 13 2020 
immediately following the10AM Sunday Service.  

F.U.S.E. 

(First Church Unscripted Scripture Exploration) 

Youth, grades 5-12, are invited to attend our 20 minute online Sunday School sessions, every Sunday 
at 6pm.    

 

We will continue to host virtual meetings via Zoom until further notice. 

*EMAIL JoAnna Rubino at growfirstchurch@gmail.com to receive weekly  

ZOOM INVITE LINKS*  
 
 

Christian                           Education 

Weekly Bible Study 
 

   The Deacons and the Rev. Shepard Parsons hold a weekly morning Bible Study based on the Lection-
ary. We meet Wednesday mornings from 10:15 a.m. -11:00 a.m. for fellowship and study. Meetings are open 

to the community and will resume next month. 

mailto:forselius@snet.net
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       Lay Readers for Worship 
We are in need of volunteers to read for worship on Sunday mornings. Anyone, including 
youth, who would like to participate is encouraged to email JoAnna at office@uccw,org. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
        

 

NEXT PARISHIONER DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2020  (a firm date). 

Marking Life’s Passages 
 

 
Stay Safe, Stay Strong 
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